
l(enny Riee
4340 Main Street
Clay City, l(entuckY 40312

February 20,2012

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Federal Communications Commission
44512'h Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: LightSquared, No. t1-109

Dear Ms. Dortch,

I have written Lo the FCC in the past to express my concern about the poor condition of cellular

telephone service in the mountains of Kenrucky, and to express my interest in the project

propor"d by LightSquared. I have a deep-personal interest in this subject, because of my work as

i rro'ir.ra.", tiriignr"r, and now I wouii fke to write to express my support for LightSquared in

its Petition for Declaratory Ruling, which it filed with the FCC.

I would also like to say that I have read rhat LightSquareq has been denied various waivers and

other regulatory approval, which the news m"diu, which has reported on this even here in

Kenrucliy, h6 j"#ibed as a severe setback to the pians of LightSquared.-The second point I

want ro make is that I hope that the news media is wrong, and that the FCC and LightSquared

and the GpS industry .un fiod some other way for Lightsquared to build its nerwork, using

some poftion of the uit-uu.. not now being used, or by some other means'

As I have told you in the pasr, I am a member of the clay City,Kentucky, volunteer Fire

O"pu*""t, #hich is the sole fire department for Clay City,Kenrucky, a town of-approximateiy

1,360 residents. Because of the small 6ize of our cornmuniry, we do not have a professional fire
j.pu*."t. In the past, I have written about the problems of running a small volunteer fire

J"iurr*""t without good cell phone service, and the problem has not gotten any better.

As I have conrinued ro follow the progress of LightSquared, I have written at different times

about the things in the news, rrrdi mirt say th; I was particularly co-ncerned about stories that

,rrgg..r that LilhtSquared will not be able to operate its network at ail. This is a serious matter

i"??"pf. m ruil 
^."u., 

where we do not have good cell service the way they do in places like

Louisville and Lexington, here in Kenfucky. Our departmentoperates on a shoesrring budget' I

hesitate to think *hit -" could do wirh even a few thousand dollars' worth of good equipment.

La y", I read that LightSquared has invested $4 billion in its business over the past few years,

u1i* u1 arLempr to brlng good cell service to 260 Americans, only to find itse]f stoppedin its

i*.r.. by an ar'tack f.o*"#hut musr be a very politically powerful industry, the GPS industry.



As volunteer firefightels, we depend on good,communications equipment and service to

communicate witf, our own ,rrritr urrd with the public. Unfortunately, the mountainous terrain

oi po*.U County does nor make it easy to provide cell phone service. Therefore, service in most

of powell Counry is spotty at best, and non-existent at worst.

First, I write to express my support for LightSquared's Petition. Second, I also write to ask the

FCC'to help Light'Sqr^r"d fini a means oiputting_up its network so that we can all have the

benefit of ii, .y"rt"*. I do.r', know how muih rto.k yo, prrt in what a volunteer firefighter from

Ctuy iiry,Kenrucky, thinks, but for what it s worth, I ask that you attempt to bring us better

service so that we can help our citizens. Thank you'

Very truly yours,

Fire Departmen[

ffi
Clay tity \dlrnt.",

CC'. Senator Mitch McConnell
Senator Rand Paul
Congressmen:
Hal Rogers
Brett Guthrie
EdWhitfield


